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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Sends defective 5 cent coin for examination... 


US. Treasury Department, 
Secret-Service Division, 
Office of Chief, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 28, 1883 


Mr. H.L. Snowden, 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


Herewith please find a defective nickel, five cent coin, forwarded to this office for the 
purpose of learning its true character. Be so kind as to mail to J. Horace Kent, Portsmouth, N.H. 
a perfect coin in lieu of the defective one and oblige. 


Yours Respectfully, 
James J. Brooks, Chief. 


[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] Has instructed Agent to look after counterfeiters... 


US. Treasury Department, 
Secret-Service Division, 
Office of Chief, 
Washington, D.C., 
December 11, 1883 


Mr. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Supt. of the U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
Sir: 

Your letter dated Dec. 8th and enclosing the communication of Ferdinand Brunch 
respecting counterfeiting operations in the vicinity of Turbotville, Northumberland Co., Penna., 
is received with thanks. 


I have instructed our agent in that district to communicate with the writer. 


Very respectfully, 
James J. Brooks, Chief. 
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[Letter Three: ] 
[Abstract:] Sending a Nickel for examination. 


US. Treasury Department, 
Secret-Service Division, 
Chicago District, 

Chicago, II1., 

December 12, 1883 


James J. Brooks, Esq. 
Chief U.S. Secret Service, 
Washington, D.C., 


Dear Sir: - 


The enclosed nickel was brought in this morning. It is similar to some brought in a day or 
two since, samples of which, I submitted to the officials of the Sub-Treasury in this city, who 
said they could not determine whether they were genuine or not. 


The nickels will, by hammering on the edge, as you will observe the enclosed has been 
hammered, split. 


I forward it to you for an opinion, as to whether it is genuine or not. Nickels of this 
character have become very thick of late. 


Very Respectfully, 
W. Hall. 


[Noted on the back: ] 
Respectfully referred to Hon. A.L. Snowden Supt. of Mint Philadelphia for answer. 


James J. Brooks 
Chief 

S.S. Divn. 
Washington D.C. 
December 14, 1883 


